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Nuclearism and Post-War American

Culture (17— N2 KGURNKDRQERND)
Michael Gormanm »>yx&=-T—> N

Convinced that few Americans have considered "the terrible implications”
and "incredible destructive power" of the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima,
editors of The New Yorker devoted the entire magazine issue of August 31,
1946 to a piece by John Hersey entitled "A Reporter at Large: Hiroshima"
("To Our Readers" 15). Later that year, Alfred A. Knopf published Hersey's
account in book form by its subtitle, Hiroshima, the title by which readers
around the world know it today. Publication of Hiroshima marks the
beginning of nuclear literature in the United States, and its concern with the
aftermath of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima remains a common topic in
nuclear texts of all forms, from essays to fiction to documentary films. Three
other common themes in nuclear literature and film include Nuclear Attack/
Apocalypse, Nuclear Anxiety, and Nuclearism and the Environment. As this
presentation makes clear, these four motifs continue to inform and inspire

American books, films, and works in other media like video games.
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